
THE RULES OF INTESTACY
SCOTLAND

*  Moveable property includes money, cars, jewellery, 
etc. It doesn’t include land or buildings.

Are you married or in a civil partnership?

Yes No 
Your spouse gets:
– your interest in the 

house, up to 
£473,000

– furniture and 
household items up to 
£29,000

– £50,000 of the 
balance 

If there’s moveable* 
estate left after that:
– one third goes to 

your spouse
– one third goes to 

your children, split 
equally between them

The remaining estate is 
shared equally between 
your children

Yes
Do you have children? Do you have  

children?
Yes Your estate is shared 

equally between them

No 
No 

Your spouse gets:
– your interest in the 

house, up to 
£473,000

– furniture and 
household items up  
to £29,000

– £89,000 of the 
balance 

If there’s moveable* 
estate left after that:
– half goes to your 

spouse
The remaining estate 
passes as follows:
If you have parents and 
brothers and sisters:
– half goes to your 

parents equally
– half to your brothers 

and sisters equally 
Brothers and sisters only:
– shared equally 

between them
Parents only:
– shared equally 

between them

Spouse only:
– your spouse gets 

what’s left

Do you have parents 
and/or brothers and 

sisters?

Yes If you have parents and 
brothers and sisters:
– half goes to your 

parents equally
– half goes to your 

brothers and sisters 
equally

Brothers and  
sisters only:
– your estate is shared 

equally between them
Parents only:
– your estate is shared 

equally between them

No

 
Do you have  

uncles and aunts?
Yes Your estate is shared 

equally between them

No 

Do you have 
grandparents?

Yes Your estate is shared 
equally between them

No 

Do you have great-aunts 
or great-uncles?

Yes Your estate is shared 
equally between them

No
 

Do you have other  
close relatives?

Yes Your estate goes  
to them

No 

Everything goes to the Crown (Government)


